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Abstract: The Montevergine State Library is an Italian public library depending on the Minister of Culture. It was originally
an ecclesiastical library which, in the second half of the 19th century, became public following the enactment of the laws on
suppression of the religious corporations. It is located inside the Loreto Abbey Palace in Mercogliano (Avellino, Italy).
Nowadays the Montevergine State Library is a modern office offering all tipical public libraries services, including document
reproduction, local loan and interlibrary loan. Logging in the institutional website of the Montevergine State Library, you can
consult the Archive Owners in the Special Catalogues section. The books, especially the ancient ones, are filled with ex-libris,
stamps, manuscript annotations, bindings, etc. These indications, although are signs that smear the books, nevertheless are
elements that must be taken into account when cataloguing a book and describing the specimen you own. In 2013 a new version
of the library's website was released and on that occasion the Archive Owners was implemented. Its original nucleus was derived
from the systematic work of cataloguing the 16th century editions possessed: this work started in 2002 and ended in 2015 with
the publication of the printed catalogue Le cinquecentine della Biblioteca di Montevergine. A large sample of possession notes
are present on the 1050 editions of the sixteenth century owned by the Montevergine State Library; the right prominence was
given to these notes in the Archive Owners published on the institutional website. The work is still in progress, in fact the Archive
is integrated from time to time whenever there is a new note of possession on the books present in the library. In most cases it was
possible to draw up a complete biographical record of the owner, also accompaned by photos, one or more.jpg files in which the
various formulas used by the owner are scanned and the links to bibliographic information in the library's opac.

Keywords: Italian Public Libraries, Ancient Books, Marks on Books, Archive Owners, Manuscript Annotations

1. Introduction

We might ask ourselves whether we should consider these
elements of harmless annotations or an authentic crime

The books, especially the ancient ones, are full of
manuscript annotations, drawings and stamps set up by the

owners who desired to leave a mark of themselves in this
way. The books of the Montevergine State Library are not an
exception frequently exhibiting a large sample of possession
notes, in the most varied forms. In several specimens we
came across prolesse writings, quotations from biblical
passages, detailed information about the extender who did
not want to remain anonymous. In one case we found an
entire poem: epigram 7 - from Book III - by Iacopo
Sannazaro, Parthenope mihi culta, vale, blandissima Siren...
(Figure 1), transcribed by an anonymous hand at the end of a
Lyonese edition of 1540 of the Opera omnia by lacopo
Sannazaro [1].

because they smear the book. However, independent of one’s
judgment, it must be borne in mind that these notes became
part of the books’ history, therefore they are an element that
must be taken into account. This idea gave birth to the project
of creating a database of the Owners found above all on the
16th century editions of the Montevergine State Library and
to make it freely available on the institutional website [2].
The Archive of Owners of Montevergine is what we will talk
about in this paper.
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Figure 1. Parthenope mihi culta...

2. The Montevergine State Library

In the first decades of the 12th century a young pilgrim from
Northern Italy, William from Vercelli [3], founded the
Virginan Monastic Congregation of Montevergine. William
had been orphaned by both his parents, and set out with the
intention of going to the Holy Land. However, during the
journey to Southern Italy, he was attacked twice by brigands;
as a result he decided to stop in the province of Avellino. He
climbed as a hermit on Mount Partenio, more than 1200
meters above sea level, and there he began to build a first
church with the aid of other young people who had soon
joined him. This church was consecrated in 1126 Pentecost
day [4]. The glorious and heroic life of the family of the
monks of Montevergine, in white dress, started from that date
[5]. Under the impulse of the Benedictine Rule to which
William had associated [6], the monks of Montevergine began
several activities typical of hermit religious communities and
among them also a Scriptorium, in which the monks copied
the Greek and Latin manuscripts that William had bought in
Bari. As a consequence the Scriptorium was the harbinger of
the future library.

One of the library's earliest catalogues dates back to 1694
and was written by the archival monk, Urbano di Martino. In
1763 a second inventory was drawn up, accordingly the
library was divided into 19 numbered shelves; each shelf was
divided into 6 stages. Today, these inventories can be
consulted in the Archive Section of the library, also through
the institutional website [7].

Finally the library passed to the dependency of the Italian

State, after the Unity of Italy and the enactment of the laws on
the suppression of religious corporations in the second half of
the 19th century.

Now the library depends on the Minister of Culture and is
located inside the Loreto Abbey Palace in Mercogliano
(Avellino, Italy) (Figure 2). It is now a modern office offering
all typical public libraries services, including document
reproduction, local loan and interlibrary loan [8].

Figure 2. Loreto Abbey Palace in Mercogliano (Avellino).

In recent years the Montevergine State Library has
undertaken a systematic work to enhance the value of its rare
books. In fact, the collection of 16th century editions and the
incunabula were cataloged in the national network SBN
(Italy’s National Library Service), and three printed
catalogues were published [9].

In addition, in 2013 a new version of the Library's website
was released and on that occasion the Archive Owners was
started.

3. The Archive Owners of the
Montevergine State Library

The Archive Owners of the Montevergine State Library is
an illustrated database of former ownership marks (ex-libris,
stamps, manuscript annotations, bindings, etc.) contained in
the rare books collection of the library.

Currently it is a monothematic archive because the owners
surveyed so far are mostly monks of the Congregation of
Montevergine, or in any case their co-workers. When
cataloguing and reviewing work on book funds is completed,
bibliographical descriptions are integrated with the indication
of the marks that are found onto the books. The census of signs
of possession is still ongoing. Those who have found so far are
almost entirely attributable to personal authors (ninety-two),
while seven refer to collective authors, only one is a
non-identified sign.

The owners' archive is accessible from the home page of the
library's website, through the Special Catalogues section. On
the introductory page you can read some preliminary
information, credits, as well as a short guide to the research
(Figure 3).
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On the owners' research fields, only a few are organized in
"open list", for example the type of name, personal or
collective, the code that identifies the type of sign found on the
book (ex-libris, convent stamps, stamps of lay bodies and

The Archive Owners of the Montevergine State Library

The “name” field is selective because you have to know it
in advance. When you launch a search through the
description field, the system goes to read in detail the card for
each owner, as a consequence this is a field where you can
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Figure 3. The Archive Owners main page.

Using the "placement” field you can track the position of
books on which signs of possession were found in the
placements of the library. Among the "collective" owners, one
of the most important is the Eremo dell’Incoronata, a
Camaldolese monastery of Sant'Angelo a Scala [10], a small
village not far from Montevergine. Books which were at the
Eremo  dell’Incoronata  were probably brought to
Montevergine by the hermit Giulio da Nardo [11] at the end of
1500; therefore we found many manuscript annotations of the
Eremo on many ancient books, especially editions of the
sixteenth century. For this reason the owner "Eremo
dell’Incoronata" has a very high number of news related
news/informations.

In the following image (Figure 4) you can see four different
forms of manuscript annotations assigned to the Eremo
dell’Incoronata that have been found on the books, and a
black ink stamp. When the link is clicked, the detail of the
image is launched. One of the images is chosen by default at
the left top of the card.

Below readers can find a detailed card on the Eremo
dell’Incoronata with the bibliographic reference follows.

The link at the bottom of the page refers to comprehensive
bibliographical information about the books upon which the
presence of a manuscript annotation (or a stamp) assigned to
the Eremo dell’Incoronata has been recorded.
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Figure 4. Eremo dell’Incoronata.

Many of the owners of the Montevergine State Library were monks in the Montevergine Congregation; then we put in also
their photographic portraits on the card. In addition, there is also the coat of arms in the case the monks were abbots of
Montevergine (Figure 5).



277 Domenico Donato De Falco et al.:  The Archive Owners of the Montevergine State Library

Mureone, Giuseppe Rumiro

Personale/collettivo: Personale

Codice: TP Note, dedica, postille & note di possesso manoscritte

Descrizione:

Nota manoscritta (in testa al frontespizio): D. Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone ab. ord.

0. Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone ab. ord.

Nota ms. di Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone («Nell'anno 1544 e 1945 in Quaresima, trovandomi in Zagabria...»)

IL\MI.RU MARCONE (nuome secolure Giuseppe) € stuto uno dei pin lunxl.'\ i nbuti delln to:ur.u.xuzwm: di Montevergine ¢ anche per qm.slu
importanti; viene ricordato per le numerose opere di cui si rese promotore in favore non solo del Santuario di Montevergine,
delle comunita dei diversi paesi che si trovano nel territorio del Partenio.

Nacque a San Pietro Infine, in provineia di Caserta, il 15 marzo 1882. Inizid il sun tico nell” ia di San Giuli
d'Alburo a Genova, dove il 30 bre 1898, sedi prufesso il triplice volo di poverta, costiti l:ullbq.du.lwl

Prosegui ghi studi, purﬁ‘nnnnndnﬂ-l nelle discipline filosofiche e teologiche, presso il Collegio internazionale di S, Anselmo in Roma, dove
conscgui lu tuurl.n in filosofin ¢ dove, dull'vitobre del 1wo7, intraprese Ilnmgnumf.ntn di Storin dells filosofin. Per la sun fuma di
eceellente professore ¢ per la pubblicazione di manuali specifiei, fu annoverato tra i soci dell’Aeccademia filosofia di San Tommaso d°Aguino, Nel
1915, mentre era professore e vice-rettore dell’Ateneo di 5. Anselmo, fu chiamato alle armi con [l grado di tenente di complementao.

Anche in oceasione del tristi eventi della Prima Guerra Mondiale, Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone si meritd encomi solenni per atti di valore
nell'esercizio zelante del suo ufficio di cappellano militare.

L'11 marzo del 1918 fu dal papa Benedetto XV nominato abate ordinario di Montevergine, incarico che resse per ben 36 anai, fino al 1952,

In questo lungo periodo di ahbari il suo i non si limité a quello di monaco, padre e maestro (qualitd che pure gli vennero vieppin
riconusciule, anche mentre ern in vitn), ma con In sun tenocin ed intruprendenza dicde impulso alle rinnscitn spirituale ¢ religiosn delln
(& nnLN b.ll(lllnl‘ di Montevergine, si dedied ad attivith sociali ¢ di apostolato, intensificd - da buon diplomatico = i rapporti con le varie cariche

li ¢ con la Casa Savoia.
1

Fu i Nunzio Ap in Croazia; porl‘ﬁ a uompmu-nm Ia strada rotabile per Montevergine, diede incremento alla costruzione della
Funicolare che ancora oggi — opport ed dernata — di raggi e in soll 10 minuti il Santuario Mariano sulla
sommiti del monte in un percorso spellucolare lungo il guale si pud godere di unn viste mozzafoto su tutte o vallsta,

Giuseppe Rnmiro Marcone promosse inoltre la costruzione del Bar ristorunte albero “Romito” su Montevergine, costrui l'orfanatrofio femminile ¢
fonda la Congregazione delle Suore Benedettine di Montevergine, che continuano tuttora ad animare la vita non soltanto religiosa del paesino di
Mercoglinno, anche eon la tenuta di una fr Luln scuoln el lare.

(1] ln S la Guerrn Mondiole, Pabutle Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone ospitd nel palazeo abbaziole di Loreto defle famiglie di profughi
provenienti dall’Abissinia ¢ nella tragica oceasione del hombardamento del 14 settembre 1943 della eitta di Avellino offvi un sicuro rifugio s tutti gh
sfollati.

Notevole € la bibliografis sulla benemerita figora dell'abate Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone.

tizie di questa suceinta scheda sono state tratte per la gran parte dal catalogo della mostra i presso ln Bibli di Montevergine nel
2o08 dal titolo Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone: dalla monarchia alla Repubblica, 1918-1952 (Montevergine, Edizioni Padri Benedettini, 2008).

L' opuseolo Nel 25. di sacerdozio di monsignor Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone (Avellino, Tipografin Pergola, 1931) ¢ un estratto dalla rivista «0
Santuario di Montevergines del 1931,

In i della sua parsa, avvenula in Arezzo il 1o luglio 1952, fu pubblicato un numero speciale della rivista <11 Santuario di Montevergines
- I ewi fondazione si deve peraltro proprio all’abate Marcone -, Mons. d. Giuseppe Ramivo Marcone : numera speciale dedicato alla santa
memoria del fondatore del Bollettino (Avellino, Pergola, 195:2).

Nella sua citta Natale, San Pietro Infine, si tenne nel 2010 un convegno di cui si fece promotrice la dinamiea ed attiva Associazione culturale Ad
flexum, che curd la pubblicazione degli atti nel volume Don Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone abate di Montevergine : atti del convegno, San Pietro
Infine, 5 settembre 2000 (Venafro, Eva, 2010).

Infine, in oecasione del centenario della nomina abhaziale di Don Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone (1918-2018), la Comuniti monastica di Montevergine ¢
la Bibliolcea Statale di ‘\Iunlut.rulm. hunno promosso ¢ curato la pubblicazione dei due diari manoscritti inediti dell’abate, insicme con la eronaca
del suo soggiorno in Croazia dal 1041 al 1945. Custoditi con devozione dai Padri benedettini, i dueumrlm mettono in luee le virth religiose, riflessive
e caritatevoli del!'ahate. Ia sua attiviti pastorale, sociale e diplomatica al servizio della i ica; il vol dal titolo L'abate (ziuseppe
Ruamire Marcone net manoscritti inedits dell'abbazia di Montevergine (Napoli, Arte'm, 2018) & stalo pr presso il Sal degli Arazei del
Pialazzo ahbaziale di Lorelo il 9 marzo 2019,

PID: NAPPDD2367
Collocazione:

00 012 42 4?5

oQ0]18 mz T
a0 018, 162.6

Biblioteca Statale di Montevergine  ©2006-2020, Biblioteca Statale di Montevergine - Nota di copyright | Crediti
Via D. A, Vaccaro, 1-Palazzo abbaziale di Loreto
83013 Mercogliano (Avelline) ~ pagina creata |1 24/12/2013, ultima maodifica 11/05/2015

Tel. 0825.787191-789933 - Fax 0825.789086
Email: bmn-mnv@beniculturali.it ‘

vmailcert.beniculturall.it
Codice fiscale: 80017380645
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Figure 5. Abbot Ramiro Marcone.

Giuseppe Ramiro Marcone was one of the longest-serving  lawyer Michele Capodanno, from Naples (Figure 6). When
and most important abbots of Montevergine. He remained in ~ he died, in 2011, his wife donated her husband's rich
office from 1918 to 1952. The Abbot Marcone and his  collection of books to Montevergine State Library.
confreres had in custody the Holy Shroud in the Sanctuary of Onto each book there is a beautiful ex-libris, a picture of a
Montevergine during the period of The Second World War,  blue tree. At the bottom of the card the link "Sala
from 1936 to 1946 [12]. Capodanno" refers to bibliographic information in the

A special and very interesting case is the card of the library's opac related to 2018 Capodanno donation.
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Figure 6. Michele Capodanno.

4. Conclusions

The owners archive of the Montevergine State Library on
the institutional website is integrated with local opacs; when
we catalog a book in the SBN network (Italy’s National
Library Service) and find a mark onto the book, we must
create an additional bond with the owner. This bond becomes
another access key to bibliographic information.

Librarians and insiders pay great attention to provenance
databases. In this regard the research, curated by Luca Rivali in
2015 and published in one of the major Italian magazines about
the history of the book and bibliography is very important [13].

The Consortium of European Research Libraries (CERL)
hosts a number of resources specifically dedicated to the
investigation in this area of research [14], including a list of
online provenance resources: in CERL you can see that in
Italy there are really many databases available [15].

Moreover, in Italy ICCU (The Central Institute for the
Union Catalogue of Italian Libraries and for Bibliographic
Information) has recently started a project aimed to create a
shared index of book owners available for Italy’s National

Library Service (SBN) [16].
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