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Abstract: Most recent reports present a bleak and gloomy picture of the state of human rights and democracy around the 

world. This is particularly true in Africa, where the renaissance of democratic revival in the 21
st
 century is rapidly giving way 

to narratives of doom and gloom. Though Somaliland approved its constitution in 2001, established a multi-party political 

system, and held local council, presidential, and parliamentary elections in the first decade, there are some challenges 

hindering democratization processes, holding creditable elections, protecting human rights, and women’s political 

representation. Therefore, the aim of this paper is to assess the current status of Somaliland’s elections, human rights, and 

women’s political participation, it also reviews electoral challenges, human rights abuses, and gender-based violence that have 

been encountered and considers the prospects for the future. However, this article revealed that there is a poor legal framework, 

strong clan politics, and limitations on free media expression. Somaliland adopted laws and policies to protect human rights 

but faced implementation issues. In addition to that, opposition leaders and party members faced imprisonment and 

intimidation, whereas women’s’ political participation remained low. The paper therefore calls on Somaliland government to 

review the electoral laws to address gaps and ensure transparency, fairness, and inclusivity in the electoral process; take 

immediate measures to protect freedom of media expression; enforce existing laws and policies aimed at protecting human 

rights; and introduce gender quotas to increase women’s representation in all levels of government. 

Keywords: Elections, Human Rights, Political Participation, Challenges, Prospects, Somaliland 

 

1. Introduction 

Somaliland formally declared its independence from 

Somalia on May, 18, 1991 and began the process of 

reconciliation within the borders of British Protectorate of 

Somaliland. Legitimate government was restored and 

statehood reclaimed, ushering in a period of healing and 

growth [1]. There has been little external intervention in the 

Somaliland recognition process, meaning it has been and 

continues to be a predominantly self-led endeavor that has 

been domestically supported since 1991 [2]. Once Somaliland 

retreated from the union with Somalia, with little or no 

experience concerning democracy and other government 

systems, the people agreed to stick with the traditional system, 

meaning that all government positions were to be based on 

clan power sharing. The traditional system succeeded in 

disarming and stabilizing the majority of the country, but it 

was short on developing the country forward [3]. 

Elections are very important to the democratization 

process. They enable citizens to choose their future leaders 

and make their government accountable [4]. Somaliland’s 

first legislative election was held in February 1960, while the 

area was still a part of the British Empire. While peace was 

elusive, traditional leaders often solved the frequent conflicts. 

The last traditional conference was held in Hargeisa from 

October 1996 to February 1997. This conference reelected 

Egal as president and scheduled a transition from the clan 

system to a Democratic Party system [5]. Following the death 

of President Egal in 2002, Vice President Dahir Riyale 

fulfilled his constitutional mandate and assumed the vacant 

office within thirty days, and this peaceful transition of 

power was an impressive feat of democratization [6]. 

Since 2001, a series of elections and electoral processes, 
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including a constitutional referendum, have taken place in a 

generally peaceful fashion [4]. Somaliland’s system of 

governance combines clan leadership with a representative 

democratic system. Parliament is bicameral, consisting of a 

lower house (Parliament) and an upper house called Guurti. [7]. 

The ratification of the constitution paved the way for the 2002 

local council elections, Somaliland’s first multiparty polls 

since independence. The 2002 local council elections aimed to 

establish robust, popularly-elected local governments that were 

directly responsible for local constituencies [8]. 

Notably, the succession of elections saw the orderly 

transfer of power following the 2010 presidential election, 

when the incumbent accepted defeat, and attended the 

ceremony [7]. These elections were judged free and fair, and 

represented a landmark occasion as the people of Somaliland 

elected their own representatives for the first time. While 

there were also significant and undemocratic delays prior to 

the 2010 presidential elections [6]. Somaliland’s democracy 

so far remains somewhat ‘narrowly legal’ and at a fragile and 

formative stage. A deep democratic transformation, 

embracing society and delivering a sustainable and functional 

democracy, is still pending [9]. 

Freedom of the press lies at the heart of human rights. Its 

role in building democratic governance by nurturing key 

democratic values such as rule of law and accountability is 

no longer an issue of debate in Somaliland [10]. Print media 

is largely independent and capable of holding government 

officials accountable for their actions [6]. Somaliland also 

introduced legal provisions for the protection of freedom of 

speech to operate freely without government restrictions [10]. 

However, the highest rate of arbitrary arrests for journalists 

occurred during political tensions in the country, during 

election seasons, or during social grievances. Gender-based 

violence is prevalent and rampant in Somaliland. Solutions to 

curbing sexual assault, sexual harassment and rape have seen 

little to no legislative effort [11]. 

Throughout history women were regarded as naturally weaker 

and therefore inferior to men. Women are often the voiceless 

victims of war-ravaged societies, yet they find ways to contribute 

peace and reconciliation. Fundamentally, the need for women to 

be involved in politics impacts both policy formulation and 

implementation [12]. Somaliland women, estimated to be more 

than 60% of the nation’s population and have actively participated 

in the reconstruction of the country since its independence [13]. 

However, Somaliland can be described as a male dominated 

society and their position inside the country is unclear [14]. 

Political power in all government spheres rests in the hands of 

men. Women’s participation in the decision making processes are 

all minimal [13]. In addition with that, Somaliland women have 

not achieved ‘descriptive’, let alone substantive representation due 

to the current political settlement [15]. 

2. Objectives of the Study 

2.1. General Objective of the Study 

The general objective of this study was to assess the 

current status of elections, human rights, and women’s 

political participation in Somaliland. 

2.2. Specific Objectives of the Study 

The specific objectives were: 

1. To investigate the current state of elections in 

Somaliland by analyzing the electrical process, political 

parties and electoral laws. 

2. To examine the state of human rights in Somaliland 

including freedom expression, assembly and 

associations. 

3. To explore the institutional, cultural and social 

constraints that limit women’s political participation in 

Somaliland. 

2.3. Research Questions 

The research questions to be answered were: 

1. What is the current electoral process and what are the 

opinions or perspectives of political stakeholders? 

2. How are freedom of expression, assembly, and 

associations protected in practice in Somaliland? 

3. What are the existing institutional, cultural, and social 

structures that influence women’s political 

representation in Somaliland? 

3. Significance of the Study 

Somaliland faces numerous challenges in conducting 

elections that meet international standards of fairness. The 

article discusses issues such as voter intimidation, restrictions 

on political participation, and inadequate electoral 

infrastructure. By shedding light on these challenges, the 

article emphasizes the need to address them in order to 

safeguard the democratic principles of Somaliland. The 

article provides valuable insights into the unique political 

landscape of Somaliland and sheds light on the challenges 

faced in conducting credible elections and upholding human 

rights. The article also highlights the intricate relationship 

between elections and human rights. Elections are seen as a 

fundamental pillar of democracy, but their fairness and 

inclusivity are contingent on respect for human rights. Article 

explores how the interplay between these two factors can 

shape the democratic processes and overall governance in 

Somaliland. 

This study also examines the status of human rights in 

Somaliland, particularly during electoral periods. It explores 

the impact of elections on the enjoyment of human rights, 

including freedom of expression, assembly, and political 

participation. By highlighting potential infringements on 

these rights, the article emphasizes the importance of 

protecting and promoting human rights in the electoral 

process. The article examines the prospects for enhancing 

human rights practices in Somaliland’s electoral process. It 

discusses potential measures such as strengthening electoral 

laws, ensuring the independence of electoral bodies, and 

fostering civic education. By presenting these prospects, the 



 Social Sciences 2023; 12(4): 161-170  163 

 

article contributes to the ongoing dialogue on improving the 

electoral system and human rights situation in Somaliland. 

This paper sheds light on the significance of women’s 

political participation as a means to achieve gender equality 

and empower women in Somaliland. It emphasizes that 

inclusive political participation is crucial for a democratic 

society where all citizens, irrespective of gender, have equal 

opportunities to engage in decision-making processes. The 

article also explores barriers such as cultural norms, 

discriminatory practices, limited resources, and political 

exclusion that hinder women’s ability to actively engage in 

the electoral process. By addressing these challenges, the 

article highlights the potential for improving electoral 

processes and fostering a more inclusive political 

environment. 

Finally, the analysis of this study has significant policy 

implications for stakeholders, including the government of 

Somaliland, international organizations, and civil society. 

The article’s insights can inform policy decisions aimed at 

promoting free and fair elections, protecting human rights, 

and increasing women’s’ political participation in Somaliland. 

It can also serve as a source of reference for scholars, 

policymakers, and activists working in the fields of 

democracy, governance, and human rights. 

4. Somaliland Electoral Challenges 

In Somaliland, the people of the country approved the 

country’s constitution by majority vote in May 2001, which 

sets out a multi-party political system, equality of citizens, 

education and economy, and extra [12]. After the death of 

President Egal in 2002, Vice President Dahir Riyale fulfilled 

his constitutional mandate and assumed the office with thirty 

days’ notice [6]. In 2002, the first multi-party system election 

in the country was held. It was a local council election, and 

23 mayors for the districts were elected. The main purpose of 

the election for the registered political organizations is to 

transform political parties [12]. Following the 2003 

presidential election, in which an eighty vote margin 

separated the winner and the runner-up, the House of Elders 

negotiated the concession of the runner-up candidate; this 

intervention was viewed as a politically neutral action for 

maintaining stability [2]. 

 
Source: Center for Policy Analysis, 2019 

Figure 1. Women queue up to cast their votes in the 2017 Presidential 

Elections. 

In 2012, there was a political party’s registration, these 

associations included Kulmiye, UCID, UMADDA, 

DALSAN, RAYS, WADANI and XAQSOOR which were 

approved to run for municipality elections. The gaps in the 

electoral laws of the country were: parties were allied with 

two or more clans, and the second was that no voter 

registration was available in the elections, so double voting 

was very easy [3]. The registration of Somaliland’s voting 

age first became a serious issue in the run-up to the second 

presidential election, when key stakeholders decided that a 

list of eligible voters should be compiled [8]. The elections 

conducted in were successful for an unrecognized country. 

However, the system worked very well in the first decade. A 

number of elections, including municipal, presidential, and 

parliamentary elections, were held. But the system was 

hindered by a poor legal framework, strong clan politics, and 

the legacy of the totalitarian government [3]. 

In the election process, the absence of a ready-to-hand 

census or civil register was a significant drawback, 

threatening to hamper the effectiveness and transparency of 

voter registration, or even lead to abuse [8]. In spite of these 

deficiencies, the political parties and the NEC agreed that this 

voter register should be used for the 2010 presidential 

elections. However, in November 2011, the House of 

Representatives voted overwhelmingly to nullify the 2008 

Voter Registration Law and throw out the voter list [8]. In 

addition, other concerns, such as the absence of essential 

registering tools (e.g. reliable census, delimitation of 

constituencies, and lack of an official birth registration) pose 

serious challenges to the conduct of credible voter 

registration in Somaliland [16]. 

 
Figure 2. Criteria for party and candidate election in Somaliland. 

Source: Mustafe Osman, Challenges in Democratization & elections in 

Somaliland, 2016. 

The constitution and the electoral framework are 

fundamental documents that serve as the basis for holding 

credible elections. Although the constitution outlines the 

fundamental rights and freedoms for free and fair multi-party 

elections, it remains weak and limited on electoral matters 

[16]. In Somaliland, one can observe that it has passed a 

decade of political fragility and social disintegration. But 

there are also increasing international community pressures 
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on issues of elections, whilst Somaliland delayed both 

presidential and parliamentary elections in March 2017 [17]. 

Political parties and clan leaders mobilized people on the 

basis of clan affiliation, which might retard the electoral and 

democratization processes and could cause deep social 

divisions. However, eliminating clans from Somaliland 

politics would be very difficult, because people trust their 

clans more than other systems [4]. 

In the 2012 local council elections, the most widespread 

fraud method was multiple voting. The ink was said to be 

weak, and people used bleaching chemicals to remove it 

easily [10]. Somaliland’s political leaders were not fully 

respecting the rule of law, but sometimes following their 

interests’ even if it against the constitution. The Electoral 

Monitoring Committee is an independent body of locally-

respected people established to investigate for breaches of 

electoral codes and laws. CPA Election Monitoring Office 

noted that political leaders and heads of government branches 

violated more than 8 articles of the constitution, and it has 

become standard practice to violate laws [18]. The EMC 

showcased and perceived the bias of state-controlled TV as 

the most prominent and problematic in election campaigns. 

The committee also found allegations that the incumbent was 

using public resources in campaigning and that civil servants 

were playing an active role in promoting the governing party, 

which compromises the fairness of the election [19]. 

Table 1. Extensions made by Guurti, during the last 18 years. 

# The institution that was extended his term 
Time of extensions Time in office without 

extension**  

Number of 

extensions Years Months Days 

1 House of representatives 12 8 4 Not found 9 Times 

2 House of elders (Guurti) 17 8 5 Not found 9 Times 

3 Presidential Elections 6 7 23 Not found 7 Times 

4 Local Councils 8 11 0 ** 4 years & 11 Months  3 Times 

Totals 45 11 2  28 Times 

Source: Somaliland elections (ISCO & CPA, 2019) 

The major curse of the Somaliland state is not only the 

election of Silanyo as President in 2010, who planted the 

seeds of future social crisis, but also House of Parliament, 

whose responsibilities are to check and balance three tiers of 

government which has engaged in pockets of corruption [20]. 

Somaliland held its presidential election in November, 2017 

which was conducted in a peaceful manner, but was 

overwhelming dominated by long-sitting, election delays, 

and undemocratic and authoritarian leaders. According to 

available data, Guurti extended the terms of local councils, 

presidential and parliamentary elections nearly 28 times [21]. 

When the 4
th

 President of Somaliland, Ahmed Silanyo won 

an election in 2012, who had long opposed election 

extensions and delays, it did not solve the issue. Silanyo 

himself got an extension twice, his term expired in 2015, but 

the Presidential election took place on November 13, 2017. 

In 2012, when Kulmiye, UCID and Waddani emerged as the 

official parties, local council elections were scheduled five 

years later, in 2017, but this did not happen on time due to 

the postponements. Furthermore, due to postponement of 

elections, there are no local council elections scheduled in 

2022 because of the licenses of the political parties will 

expire and the law obligates the registration of new political 

associations [22]. 

5. Human Rights Challenges in 

Somaliland 

Somaliland, after a long year of instability and civil 

conflicts, has successfully grown into a non-violent and 

democratic state that has earned widespread support 

throughout the country. It also signed the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights; and successfully prosecuted 

suspected terrorists and pirates within its borders [6]. 

Somaliland has adopted a number of laws and policies to 

enhance the protection of human rights, including a policy on 

internally displaced persons and a national disability policy. 

However, such laws and policies have not been implemented 

[23]. Traditional and digital media are largely accessible 

throughout the country and provide thorough and balanced 

coverage. However, security forces have consistently 

harassed and jailed media members for highlighting 

corruption and nepotism within the government [6]. 

In August 2007, three prominent leaders of an opposition 

political association called Qaran were sentenced to nearly 

four years of imprisonment because of their political 

activities. Qaran leaders launched a public campaign in favor 

of their right to organize as a political association [24]. On 

July 20, 2017, the Presidential Candidate of the Waddani 

party claimed in a press release that 20 members of his party 

have been arrested by the government in the last ten days in 

different places, and he added that the party will demonstrate 

if the government does not stop intimidations [25]. There is a 

serious restrictions on free expression and media, including 

threats of violence against journalists, unjustified arrests of 

journalists, censorship, and the existence of criminal libel 

laws [26]. 

The UN Independent Expert remains concerned at the 

failure to observe fair trial guarantees to protect journalists 

against police harassment [23]. Authorities in Somaliland 

escalated their clampdown on the right to freedom of 

expression. Journalists were arbitrarily arrested and 

prosecuted. On April 13, 2022, Somaliland police arrested at 

least 15 journalists who were reporting on shootings at the 

Hargeisa Central Prison that day. Twelve of them were freed 

on April 19 but authorities continued to hold other journalists, 

including Mohamed Abdi Ilig, Abdijabar Mohamed, and 
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others [27]. Protests held by the opposition parties occurred 

on June, 9 and August, 11, 2022 resulting in mass protests 

across Hargeisa, Burco and Erigavo to protest the political 

stalemate of the presidential and party elections, which were 

to be held on November 13, 2022. According to Article 32, 

subsection 2, Somaliland guarantees every citizen the 

opportunity to organize peaceful demonstration without 

Interference. However, the protests led to mass arrests of the 

opposition members and citizens alike [28]. 

The government of Somaliland has regularly violated 

human rights to free expression and assembly. On at least 

several occasions, the Regional Security Committees have 

sentenced people to prison for protesting government actions. 

For example, in March 2007, the committee sentenced 18 

butchers from Hargeisa to six months in prison for protesting 

an increase in abattoir fees [24]. In 2008, while members of 

the public were demonstrating to demand elections be held 

on time, the police shot live ammunition, which resulted in 

two deaths and several injuries. On two other occasions, 

demonstrators were shot, and three were killed while others 

were injured [29]. Overall, dissenters and those with a voice 

to criticize the government’s actions are arbitrarily arrested, 

such as traditional elders, for expressing their views about 

actions taken by the government and delayed elections [11]. 

Gender-based violence is prevalent and rampant in 

Somaliland. Solutions to curbing sexual assault, harassment, 

and rape have seen little to no legislative effort. CSOs and 

women’s empowerment groups have called for government 

intervention by passing the Sexual Offenses Bill and 

reforming gender issues, but have yet to receive responses 

from the government [11]. Rape was mentioned as an issue 

affecting women in all the communities in Somaliland. 

Women and girls are vulnerable to rape and other forms of 

sexual violence, forced and early marriage, and FGM [30]. 

Rape is often conflated with fornication when cases are 

brought to court, thereby making the cases difficult to convict. 

Oftentimes, rape cases do not see the light of the court 

system, as they are usually mediated through the customary 

law system [11]. However, women carry the heaviest burden 

when it comes to caring for the family, in addition they are 

often the breadwinners. Women did not often have access to 

quality education, and families considered the fee expensive 

and let children go without schooling [29]. 

6. Challenges to Women’s Political 

Participation 

Political participation encourages collective decision-

making by providing extra importance to every citizen as 

well as extending responsibility to everyone in the society 

which deeply promotes the competency of the people in the 

political matters [12]. The President of Somaliland released a 

presidential decree announcing the formation of a National 

Consultative Committee to advise him on how women can be 

mainstreamed with decision-making and legislative bodies of 

the country, but this decree should not come an effective and 

yet not changed women’s political agenda. The argument for 

gender quotas made by women’s rights activists in 

Somaliland has come about in response to women’s 

continued collective marginalization from political power in 

the country [13]. Though the country is one of the best 

democracies in the region, but has failed either to approve the 

quota system or to have more women representation in the 

different levels of Government [31]. 

Women in Somaliland, despite carrying major 

responsibilities at the family, have very little political power. 

In the outgoing Lower House of Parliament, there were no 

women [5]. Somaliland’s people and the international 

community are deeply concerned about the critical issue of 

women’s participation in politics. They were dissatisfied with 

the small number of women represented in politics [12]. In 

Somaliland, political power in all government spheres, such 

as the legislative, judiciary, and executives, rests in the hands 

of men. Despite these formidable challenges, women have 

been striving courageously to achieve their rights since 1991 

[13]. Of the 2,368 candidates that contested the local 

elections in 2012, only 172 (7.6%) were women. Out of these, 

only ten were elected. This might be considered an 

achievement compared to the 2002 elections, in which only 

woman was elected. However, cultural norms, and other 

challenges mean that women’s participation in local politics 

continues to be very weak [8]. 

 
Source: A democracy without women representation (CPA, 2020) 

Figure 1. Women representation of both House of Parliament in Somaliland. 
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The feeling of political marginalization is quite strong 

among young women, as the concern of one of them well 

illustrates: ‘Women’s participation in political affairs is very 

limited. Women don’t show interest in to campaigning 

because their families and clans would not support them.’ 

[16]. The continued importance of clan in determining 

candidate selection in elections means that the patriarchal 

structures of that system continue to make it difficult for 

women to secure candidacy. In the 2002 local elections, only 

two women were successful out of a total of 379 council 

seats, while in the 2005 Lower House Elections, a mere 

seven women stood as candidates out of a field of 246 people; 

of those, just two women won seats in the 82-seat chamber 

[15]. Clan politics is perceived as one of the challenges in 

Somaliland because of the clan-based political structure. In 

addition, women face an identity crisis in this political 

system, as they cannot represent either their clan of origin or 

the clan of their children [8]. 

Although women make up nearly 50% of the population, 

Somaliland’s Democratic system failed to empower women 

and include in decision-making platforms. Compared to other 

countries of the region, Somaliland has the lowest women’s 

representation [31]. Somaliland’s election campaigns are 

expensive compared to the national GDP and rely mainly on 

the private sector. Both the required registration fees for 

candidates and campaign finances are doubling each year. 

Marginalized voices, including women and minority groups, 

cannot meet those financial requirements [32]. In other words, 

there are 95 high profile decision-making leaders in 

Somaliland who led the most influential policy offices, 

including the President, Speaker of the Parliament, the 19 

mayors, 14 governors, 23 cabinet ministers, head of 

governments, etc. Women lead of 3 offices out of 95 

decision-making offices in the country [33]. Since 14
th

 

December 2017 up to April, 2019, President Muse Bihi has 

had more than 173 presidential appointments without women, 

according to the government’s official gazette, including the 

cabinet ministers, and the independent commissions, etc., 

though are not included National Army and Judiciary 

nominations [34]. 

 
Source: Somaliland: A Male Democracy (CPA, 2019) 

Figure 4. President Muse Bihi's Presidential Decrees and Appoints (2017-

2019). 

7. Future Prospects 

Somaliland has conducted a number of elections since the 

constitution was approved, which stipulates a multiparty 

system as illustrated in Article 9 (1) “The political system of 

Somaliland shall be based on peace, cooperation, democracy 

and plurality of political parties.” The elections conducted 

after that were successful for an unrecognized country in 

Africa with limited resources [3]. The ratification of the 

constitution paved the way for the 2002 local council 

elections, Somaliland’s first multiparty polls since 

independence. In preparation for these elections, the first 

political associations formed. Six associations contested the 

elections, but because the constitution stipulates that only 

three political parties can exist in Somaliland [8]. The 

production of electoral laws was parallel to the practice, and 

people were both doing and learning from their practice, 

though there are obstacles for political elites to prove their 

commitment to genuine democratization [4]. 

The first parliamentary election of 2005 replaced clan-

selected representatives with popularly elected 

parliamentarians. These individuals, having undergone the 

rigorous test of a highly charged, multi-party contest, would 

enjoy stronger democratic credentials and more formalized 

institutional foundations [8]. These elections were part of an 

effort to shift the country from a clan-power sharing system 

to a western style multi-party democracy. Somaliland 

overcame a critical period in its history by successfully 

holding elections. However, since then, the people of 

Somaliland have faced significant challenges to 

institutionalize the electoral process by holding elections on 

time and to democratize political institutions [16]. In 

Somaliland’s first local council elections held on December 

15, 2002, the three top vote-getting political associations 

were: UDUB, Kulmiye and UCID. These parties were 

destined to contest three of the four elections held in 

subsequent years, and Kulmiye and UCID also participated 

in the most recent elections in 2012 [8]. 

The constitution and the original electoral laws did not 

specify earlier the term for which three winning political 

associations would be recognized as political parties. 

However, a later amendment clarified that the term of 

recognition would be 10 years. However, most elections in 

Somaliland happened in a peaceful manner, though the lack 

of voter registration allowed multiple votes by some citizens. 

Public and civil society organizations upheld the fact that the 

2012 elections boosted the democratization of Somaliland 

and happened in a free and fair manner [3]. The 

government’s commitment to conduct elections attracted the 

attention of the international community, and later on, 

received technical assistance from international partners, 

including German organizations, by training election workers 

and observers [4]. Somaliland has adequate experience in 

matters of peaceful power transfer from one president to 

another elected president; and this occurred at the end of the 

two-year interim government headed by the Transitional 
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National Charter in 1993, when President Abdirahman Tuur 

handed over the power to President Mohamed H. Egal. 

Aftermath, President Dahir Rayale handed over the power to 

President-elect Ahmed Silanyo [17]. 

The Somaliland process of democratization has faced 

numerous problems, not least the crisis precipitated by the 

previous Rayale government’s attempt to cling to power after 

2008 with a questionable political mandate. The formal 

settlement that permitted the election centered on an 

agreement on September 30, 2009. This established the basis 

for the appointment of a new, effective Electoral 

Commission and the cleaning up of a corrupted voter. 

Informally, the resolution of the crisis was made possible by 

the strong desire of people of Somaliland to avoid a return to 

conflict [19]. Somaliland’s democracy is a success story that 

can be emulated by other African countries, particularly 

neighboring Somalia, which usually adopts the election laws, 

lessons learned, and experiences of the democratization 

process [33]. Somaliland has a political culture of electoral 

dispute mechanisms that involve formal and informal 

processes through negotiations, though the constitutional 

legal bodies are on the ground. The election law No. 20/2001 

which was amended in 2017, further clarifies the authority of 

the NEC to resolve election complaints [17]. 

Beyond that, in 2016, Somaliland conducted the most 

advanced voter registration processes in Africa, according to 

Abdikadir Iman, Chairman of the Electoral Commission, in 

which an iris-based biometric system was used for the first 

time anywhere in the world. [33]. However, one can observe 

that Somaliland has passed a decade of political fragility and 

social disintegration. But there are also increasing 

international community pressures on issues of 

democratization, while Somaliland delayed both presidential 

and parliamentary elections [17]. On the other hand, one of 

the weaknesses of Somaliland government is that elected 

officials remain in office when their terms expire. In other 

words, that the extension to become a reward given to 

politician who have failed to do their jobs [33]. For the last 

20 months, there has been ongoing political tension between 

the ruling party of Kulmiye and the opposition leaders about 

election issues. They met more than 30 times to solve their 

political differences, but they still don’t agree or have 

resolved any of the main challenges of the upcoming 2022 

elections. However, the President of Somaliland, H. E. Muse 

Bihi, is now promising to hold the forthcoming elections on 

time [35]. 

Somaliland’s human rights gains are both limited and 

fragile. Despite the achievements, human rights violations by 

government officials occur with impunity. Government 

officials have often harassed journalists and opposition 

figures. Numerous journalists and opposition activists have 

been briefly detained in retaliation for their activities [24]. 

The government escalated its clampdown on the right to 

freedom of expression. Journalists were arbitrarily arrested 

and prosecuted. At least four media houses were suspended, 

and the internet was shut down to muzzle reporting on 

protests against delayed elections. On April 13, police 

arrested at least 15 journalists who were reporting on a 

shooting incident at the Hargeisa central prison that day [27]. 

The trajectory that Somaliland is experiencing currently is a 

downward trend, starting with restrictions on journalists 

covering topics relevant to civil society, and the lack of 

accountability in answers for the mass arbitrary arrests in the 

political stalemate due to the postponement of elections [28]. 

While Somaliland’s civil society and print media are both 

independent and vibrant, government efforts to curtail the 

strength of both institutions have had a chilling effect. 

Months after it attempted to challenge in court the 

constitutionality of the government’s use of illegal security 

committees as instruments of detention, Somaliland’s 

preeminent independent human rights monitoring 

organizations were effectively dismantled after a leadership 

struggle that was characterized by overt government 

interference [24]. However, the Somaliland National Human 

Rights Commission was established in April 2006 by act of 

Parliament No. 39/2010. The Act, which entered into force 

on December 10, 2010 saw the full establishment of the 

Commission, clarification of its mandate, functions, and 

institutional structure [36]. Further, after five years of hard 

work and concerted efforts dedicated by the local HR 

activists, legal experts and Somaliland government, along 

with unlimited support and assistance from UNDP, the 

commission came into existence as a cornerstone to realize 

the protection of human rights in Somaliland [37]. 

A part from Human Rights Challenges in Somaliland but 

still there are minor progress towards Human Rights 

Situations. For example, killing journalists and media 

officials is very minimal, however, the Somaliland 

government drafted the FGM, Sexual Abuses, and Child Act, 

which is a step towards a more democratic and justice society 

for all. Human rights awareness and training are now taking 

center stage in political and social arenas. The government 

also supported the HR Commission in providing training for 

correctional officers on the importance of human rights [36]. 

Somaliland’s courts tapped into local ideas of authority in the 

justice sector. Sharia law continues to underpin both 

customary law and the legal framework used in formal courts, 

it has contributed to minimizing cases of legal pluralism that 

may otherwise present a challenge to the government [38]. 

Currently, Somaliland’s media industry has taken on a wider 

meaning where formal government structures have existed in 

fragile conditions and have lacked the legitimacy of 

internationally recognized statehood [39]. 

Women in Somaliland are the ones who took the country 

out of difficult days, laid the foundation of peace, were the 

backbone of the country’s economy, and also contributed to 

different aspects of development [40]. Somaliland women 

have continued to be marginalized from the decision making 

process since the inception of their new state in 1991. 

Women are denied the opportunity to participate in peace and 

politics. [41]. Affirmative action is expected to empower 

women to participate in politics by taking positive steps to 

end discrimination, prevent its recurrence, and create new 

opportunities that were previously denied to qualified women. 
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However, women made an effort to empower women to 

participate in politics by attempting to remove cultural 

discrimination against women [14]. 

Consequently, some women activists organized women’s 

groups in order to raise their awareness so that they could 

fight for their rights. Among these groups were Somaliland 

Women’s Association and the Alla-amin Women’s 

Association, which were both established in 1992. Many 

other groups followed suit in the following years [41]. For 

the last two decades, Somaliland’s civil society organizations 

have advocated for women’s voices to be heard at different 

stages. During the debate of the lection bill in Parliament, 

civil society members led by ISCO Somaliland met the 

Acting Speaker to approve the election bill with women’s 

agenda, but it seems that the House did not [42]. Women’s 

non-governmental organizations (NGOs), associations, and 

networks and their supporters have adopted various strategies 

on matters related to the campaign for key government 

positions and decision-making [13]. 

Though Somaliland has the lowest women’s representation 

in the region, the governments and political party leaders 

have promised many times to increase the women 

representation in both elected offices and nominated 

positions. Presidential candidates signed commitment letters 

promising 30% women’s representation in government [31]. 

Women activists and civil society organizations started 

engaging supportive parliamentarians and requesting to 

establish quotas for women and minority groups in 

Somaliland in 2007 [41]. Fortunately, on September 7, 2011, 

the President of Somaliland released a presidential decree 

announcing the formation of the National Consultative 

Committee to advise him on how women can be 

mainstreamed within the country’s decision-making. In his 

decree, he nominated nine persons from the two chambers of 

the Parliament and Cabinet and authorized them to conduct 

nationwide consultations, collate their opinions and 

recommendations in order to move forward with the 

women’s quota, but this was not yet implemented 

successfully [13]. 

8. Conclusion 

In conclusion, Somaliland has made significant strides 

towards establishing a non-violent and democratic state since 

its approval of the constitution in 2001. The country has 

implemented a multi-parity political system, emphasized 

equality among citizens, and focused on equality in education 

and the economy. However, the democratic system has faced 

challenges due to a poor legal framework, strong clan politics, 

and remnants of totalitarian government. While Somaliland 

has signed the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 

prosecuted suspected terrorists and pirates, there are concerns 

regarding the implementation of laws and policies that 

enhance human rights. The freedom of expression and media 

have been restricted, leading to the harassment, prosecution, 

and imprisonment of journalists who expose information or 

news related to corruption and nepotism within the 

government. 

Political participation is considered essential for collective 

decision-making and empowering citizens. However, 

women’s representation in politics remains significantly low, 

despite their increasing responsibilities in society. There have 

been calls for gender quotas and increased women’s political 

participation, but these initiatives have not been effectively 

implemented. Women in Somaliland face cultural norms and 

challenges that hinder their participation in local politics. In 

recent years, there have been instances of arrests and protests 

involving opposition parties, indicating political tensions and 

concerns about the fairness of elections. The country’s 

journey towards a fully inclusive and participatory 

democracy is ongoing, and efforts are needed to address the 

issues of gender equality, media freedom, and political rights 

for all citizens. 

9. Recommendations 

Based on the information provided on this article, here are 

some pertinent recommendations for addressing the issues of 

elections, human rights, and women’s political participation 

in Somaliland: 

1) Strengthen the Electoral Framework: Review and revise 

the electoral laws to address gaps and ensure 

transparency, fairness, and inclusivity in the electoral 

process. Implement voter registration systems to 

prevent double voting and promote accurate voter lists. 

2) Enhance Media Freedom: Take immediate measures to 

protect and promote the freedom of media expression. 

Review and amend laws that restrict media and 

journalists’ rights, to ensure journalists can operate 

without fear of harassment, arrest, or prosecution. 

3) Protect Human Rights: Implement and enforce existing 

laws, policies, and measures aimed at protecting human 

rights, including those related to internally displaced 

persons and individuals with disabilities. Ensure fair 

trail guarantees and protect journalists and activists 

against police harassment. 

4) Promote women’s political participation: introduce and 

implement gender quotas or affirmative action policies 

to increase women’s representation at all levels of 

government. Provide support and resources for 

women’s political empowerment, including training, 

mentorship, and capacity-building programs. 

5) Strengthen Democracy: Continue to promote and 

strengthen democratic institutions, processes, and 

practices. Encourage political parties to operate based 

on ideologies and policies rather than clan affiliations. 

Encourage dialogue and reconciliation between parties 

and foster a culture of political inclusivity. 

6) Enhance Civic Education: Invest in civic education 

programs to increase public awareness and 

understanding of democratic principles, political 

participation, and human rights. Educate citizens about 

their rights and responsibilities and encourage active 

engagement in the democratic process. 
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7) Engage stakeholders: Foster constructive dialogue and 

cooperation among political parties, civil society 

organizations, and the government. Encourage the 

participation of diverse stakeholders in decision-making 

processes and ensure their voices are heard. 

8) Internal Support: Seek support and collaboration from 

the international community, regional organizations, 

and development partners to assist in capacity-building, 

institutional strengthening, and promoting good 

governance practices in Somaliland. 
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